THE CZAR AS KING
ditional Act of 1825 was applied to Poland, suppressing
the free and public nature of the proceedings of the
Diet. Niemojevski, the leader of the Opposition, was
forbidden to come to Warsaw; and when the town of
Lalisz elected him as Deputy, the election was cancelled.
When the Diet opened, a cordon of Russian troops
surrounded the building, and the speech of the Czar was
curt and forbidding. At this time the Ministry of
Finance was in the hands of Lubecki, an able but unpopu-
lar Pole who applied himself with vigour to straightening
the complicated affairs of the kingdom. By great firm-
ness and close attention he contrived to eliminate the
ever-recurring deficit, and obtained a great deal of
influence with the Czar; so much, indeed, that he was
able to counteract in some measure the machinations of
Novosiltsoff.
The Diet, too, behaved with great restraint, and
accepted without undue demur the measures proposed
by tie government, including one for the establishment
of a Land Bank, which existed for many years in Russian
Poland, and was of the greatest benefit to the agricul-
tural industry. The session closed on June 13,1825, with
a sign of approval from the Czar. " You have carried
out the expectations of your country and justified my
confidence,' he addressed them. " It will be my earnest
desire to convince you what an influence your action
will have on your future." This was his last speech,
however, in Poland. In the same year he died, and was
succeeded by his younger brother Nicholas, the Grand
Duke Constantine being passed over as notoriously
unsuitable for the throne.
Nicholas at once proclaimed his attitude towards
Poland by proceeding to undo the preparations made
by his predecessor for incorporating Lithuania with the
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